allowing each event to be characterized by charged particle multiplicity. In addition, there was a zero degree gas proportional chamber 15 covering 0 ± 2 degrees in the laboratory. This detector with its five wire planes enabled extremely high position resolution for large projectile remnants.
Multiplicity distributions of fragments with 3 ~ Z < 10, observed in the forward hemisphere of the c.m.frame, are displayed in Fig. 1 . Events are If this system were equilib~ated, the particle and fragment energy spectra in the perpendicular direction would be a measure of the temperature.
In order to study the flow of fragments, the transverse momentum analysis technique 17 was employed to determine the reaction plane of each event. In this method the vector difference of the transverse momentum components of particles going forward and those going backwards in the c.m. is used together with the beam axis to define the reaction plane. This difference corresponds to the collective transverse momentum transfer in the c.m. The transverse momentum p of each particle is then projected onto the reaction plane, where L the particle of interest has been excluded from determination of the plane (i.e., autocorrelations are removed), yielding the inplane transverse momentum Px· For each particle the fraction of the particle's transverse momentum that lies in the reaction plane is calculated. Displayed in Fig.2 is the mean value of the transverse momentum alignment <px/pL> in the MUL3 multiplicity bin for particles as a function of their rapidity for Z = 1,2,3 and 6. Positive and negative values of <px/pL> correspond to emission projected into the reaction plane, but on opposite sides. The correlation is rather flat for Z = 1 and becomes increasingly stronger for heavier fragments. Projectile rapidity fragments are more correlated than midrapidity ones. The effect on projectile rapidity fragments is larger in central collisions than peripheral ones, whereas the midrapidity fragment correlations have very little dependence upon the centrality of the collision. In the limit of complete thermalization, azimuthally symmetric emission of midrapidity particles is expected. However, the presence of a correlation between fragments and the reaction plane suggests this picture is too simple; dynamic compression-decompression effects are present for the midrapidity fragments and high multiplicity (central) events. 
